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AN ADDRESS 
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January 1, 1937 ; 


PRE meth pe 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


WO years ago I took the oath of office as Governor of 
the State of New Mexico. Today, thanks to the people 
of this great state, I am privileged to again take the oath 
of that high office. Again, I pledge to all the citizens of 
New Mexico my loyalty, my devotion, all my time, all my 
strength, all my energy for the coming two years to the 
end that our State may grow and prosper, that it may be 
justly and wisely governed, that its affairs may be honestly 
administered. — 


The people of New Mexico-are far happier today, they 
are far more prosperous, than they were two short years 
ago. The contrast between then and now is apparent to 
everybody at all concerned with state or national admin- 
istration, or with the fate of a people. Then minds were 
clouded with doubt and misgiving. Hearts were troubled. 
Men and women were weary and without hope. Fear had 
cowed many a man ordinarily brave and full of courage. 
Today, the people of this state, of this nation, can again 
go about their daily lives with courage and happiness in 
their hearts. Once again they have hope, they can cherish 
ambitions, they can plan a future for themselves and their 
children. This change, my friends, was not brought about 
by chance or by fate. It came as the result of the dis- 
pensation of Divine Providence. Providence produced in 
the days of old a Moses to lead His people into the Prom- 
ised Land. That same Providence in our crisis produced in 
America a man to lead the people of his country from the 
lands of fear and darkness and despair into the Promised 
Land of light, happiness and contentment. This is neither 
the time nor the occasion for extended reference to the 
splendid and magnificent accomplishments of that great 
man, the President of these United States of America. 
However, I would not be entirely happy if I did not on the 
day of my inauguration as Governor of New Mexico, re- 
call with gratitude and sincere appreciation the help given 
in an emergency to the people of this State by a truly 
great man—Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


Although the so-called depression is fast disappear- 
ing, if not already entirely gone, the depression years have 
not been lived through in vain. For one thing, the people 
of the United States have said definitely, and positively, 
that they place human values above property values. We 


hear much today, in this state, of land erosion. In that 


problem and its solution, I must confess to a very great 
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interest. It will be a marvelous thing, if the cost to the 
taxpayers is not too great, to reclaim land beaten and 
defeated in its battle with nature, to renew the soil so 
that again trees may grow and blossom and bring forth 
fruit, so that vines will produce the grapes, so that stalks 
will produce grain, and sheep and cattle graze again on 
land long barren and over-grazed. But what also of human 
erosion? What of bodies, worn out by age, dislocated, suf- 
fering pain almost beyond endurance? What of minds 
blighted, clouded, darkened? What of spirits crushed, 
bowed down, weary at evening with the battle of the day? 
Not overlooking the importance of property and its place 
in our form of government, nor the necessity of material 
things, nevertheless the importance of human values is 
very great. New Mexico must in all things that pertain 
to those values, in every field, education, public health, 
sanitation, hospitalization, to name only some of them, 
adopt and maintain an able, forward looking attitude. We 
must think more in terms of human engineering, in social 
engineering, in terms of humanity. The greatest possible 
responsibility in this direction rests upon those who are 
our leaders in the field of education. They are the trustees 
for the training and guidance of youth. They are the 
ones to whom we must look to give us the best return on 
our already large and constantly increasing investment in 
education. Public health and sanitation likewise linked 
with education, are of vital importance to the future de- 
velopment of this State. But if we are to contribute greatly 
to the education of youth, the youth of New Mexico in turn 
must make a contribution to our educational institutions. 
Youth must bring from the home to the school character, 
background, good manners, moral training and a desire to 
make the most of the opportunities offered to them by 
the school masters. To the problems of public health and 
sanitation the people of New Mexico, in addition to con- 
tribution in the form of taxes, must contribute coopera- 
tion, intelligence, a determination to attempt and accom- 
plish worthwhile objectives. 


The spiritual approach should not and must not be 
ignored in appraising human values and attempting to 
solve the problem, of humanity. This factor, uphappily too 
long. passed over lightly, rightly has its place in the ar- 
rangement and administration of all public affairs. 


New Mexico, fortunately, is not confronted in a serious 
way with many of the problems which beset thickly popu- 
lated states of the Union. Only twenty-five years ago, a 
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very brief time in the life of a state, William C. McDon- 
ald was sworn in as the first Governor of the State of 
New Mexico. He took the oath which bound him to the 
service of the people of New Mexico, and never faltered 
in his zeal and devotion to his duties as Governor. Al- 
though only a quarter of a century has passed since the 
McDonald Administration, many very serious and import- 
ant changes have come to pass in New Mexico. With the 
coming of the motor car and motor truck, transportation 
has heen revolutionized, resulting m an ever increasing 
demand for better, more expensive roads from every corner 
and section of the State. Isolation, so long a factor in 
New Mexico, is no longer possible nor desirable. Motor 
traffic from other states has reached very great propor- 
tions. But for the aid of the Federal Government it would 
be entirely impossible to construct or maintain the present 
splendid system of highways in New Mexico, affording to 
transcontinental traffic fast and easy passage through 
our state. 


With the coming of the modern motor car and mod- 
ern highways, New Mexico has been invaded in ever in- 
creasing numbers by tourists from all parts of the United 
States, from many parts of the world. The motor car 
has made it possible for New Mexico to become better and 
more favorably known to the world. Now it is possible 
for visitors from other states to come to New Mexico, and 
to learn about and understand Coronado’s famous march 
to New Mexico in 1540, just 48 years after Columbus dis- 
covered America; to gaze in wonder at Acoma, unique 
among Indian pueblos of the Southwest, to marvel at the 
Zuni Pueblo and admire its history, lost in a maze of lore 
and tradition, to: explore the Carlsbad Caverns, to visit 
any corner of New Mexico and find things of interest, en- 
tirely foreign to any other state. With its background of 
Spanish and Indian culture, its Chaco Canyon, its cliff 
dwellings, its many Indian pueblos, each inhabited by a 
distinct people, alien even in language to the other, New 
Mexico has proved a lure and a land of fascination to 
artist, writer, traveler. With the many volunteer travelers, 
the State of New Mexico has, through national advertising, 
invited all to come to this State and visit its wonders. 


Fortunately for New Mexico, the Federal Government 
has for generations assumed responsibility for the Indian 
population in New Mexico. The schooling of the Indian, 
and his mode of life, are primarily the concern of the au- 
thorities in Washington. The reasons which prompted the 
Federal Government to extend federal aid to the Indians 


of the Territory of New Mexico, and decline to extend 
that aid to non-Indians, especially in the field of educa- 
tion, have never been fully explained. Since March 3, 1851, 
when the territorial form of government began for New 
Mexico, down to this very day, the Federal Government 
has, with varying degrees of success, manifested an interest 
in the Indians, ignored those who were nationals of Mexico 
in 1848, and their American descendants. Within the last 
year the Federal Government has been buying back for 
the Indians hundreds of thousands of acres of land in 
New Mexico on the theory that the land originally be- 
longed to the Indians and that it should be returned to 
them. Most of this land is embraced within the boundaries 
of land grants made by the Kingdom of Spain and the 
Government of Mexico to individuals and their descend- 
ants, or forever to communities. The descendants, who 
now should be the beneficiaries of these land grants, have 
been deprived of their inheritance, by the errors in judg- 
ment, perhaps, of their ancestors in the case of individual 
grants, and by the ever present burden of taxes in the case 
of the community grants. The result is that these people 
have been deprived of their ancestral lands, shorn of their 
cultural background. They are to a great extent losing 
their natural and native ability as farmers. They have, 
to a very great extent, lost their grazing lands, and with 
them the sheep and cattle which sustained them and their 
families. This is one of the problems in human values 
mentioned in this address, which calls for speedy solution. 
Dislocation of a people from their lands, forced abandon- 
ment of the occupation of generations are not desirable. 
Will the Federal Government view this problem in a friend- 
ly, cooperative spirit? Will the lands recently acquired 
for the Indians be made available under proper safeguards 
for the grazing of the flocks and the agricultural pursuits 
of those who have the wish and desire, but no present 
right? 


My friends, I go into office for the second time with 
a profound sense of gratitude and appreciation. There are 
some of my friends among the editors of this State who 
sometimes suspect that I am a partisan Democrat. Well, 
my friends, I will tell you a secret—I may at times and 
upon occasion be a partisan Democrat, but whenever it 
comes to deciding upon a problem of importance to New 
Mexico or its people, I just drop being anything at all 
except a partisan New Mexican, determined to do the very 
best I can every day in the year for a free, upright, honest, 
progressive government for New Mexico. 
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Today the nightmare of depression of the last few 
years is behind us. New Mexico has a great future. Our 
oil production is of vast importance, an industry that has 
sprung up and grown almost like Jack and the Beanstalk. 
The potash industry is fast becoming a major industry in 
this State and within five years, with the exception of 
oil, will be the most important industry in the State of 
New Mexico. The livestock industry, long in a turmoil 
because of drouth and falling prices, is again on its way 
out of its difficulties and is once more taking its place 
as one of the greatest of New Mexico’s commercial enter- 
prises. With rising prices, the copper industry in New 
Mexico is resuming operations, and the resumption means 
at the same time a greatly increased demand for New 
Mexico coal, lumber, oil and gas. We have no cause for 
pessimism in New Mexico. The farmers of our State are 
now receiving the reward for their courage and persistence 
during the years of trial. More attention is now being 
directed than ever before to the development of our water 
resources. 


Eighty-six years ago, in 1851, the legislature of the 
Territory of New Mexico, reflected the importance of the 
use of water for irrigation when it said “the irrigation of 
the fields should be preferable” to all other uses for 
water. This thought should be the keynote of our State 
today. The irrigation of the fields and farms, made pos- 
sible by the construction. of large dams and reservoirs, is 
essential to the proper development of New Mexico, and 
the well being of its people. 


It is with a spirit of optimism and a very great desire 
to accomplish much for our State during the next two 
years that I approach my second term as Governor, I 
Sincerely thank the people of this State for the help and 
cooperation they have given to me during my first ad- 
ministration. I ask and hope for their continued support 
during the coming two years. Again I pledge that I will 
be Governor of all New Mexico, that my administration 
will be for the best interests of all its people. With grati- 
tude for help in times past, I now humbly ask the aid of 
the Almighty Father of All during the next two years that 
I may faithfully and capably and honorably serve as Gov- 
ernor of this great State; and ask that He may bless and 
bring to all our people the spiritual and material things 
that will make for their health and happiness. 


— — 


MESSAGE of 
Governor Clyde Tingley to 
the Thirteenth Legislature of 
the State of New Mexico, as 
delivered in joint session of 
the House of Répresentatives 
and the Senate on Tuesday, 

January 12, 1937 


Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
Thirteenth Legislature: 


HIS is the second time that I have been privileged, as 

Governor of New Mexico, to deliver a personal message 
to the legislature of this state. At the last session of the 
legislature we enacted a number of emergency measures 
for the relief of the home owner, the disabled, the unem- 
ployed worker, the farmer, the oppressed business man, 
the harrassed taxpayer. The legislature also passed laws 
which permitted the State of New Mexico to cooperate with 
the Federal Government in plans undertaken by the Con- 
gress of the United States, under the leadership of our 
beloved President, to fight on a nationwide front the evils 
which had beset this entire country. I am proud to say 
that at the last session of our legislature there were en- 
acted a number of laws which either cured or helped to 
cure many complex social problems. These laws were not 
enacted, my friends, without strong objection from reac- 
tionary groups of people in this state. However, by en- 
acting locally needed laws, and by cooperating with the 
Federal Government, we helped to establish a broader pro- 
gram of social security. The last legislature was not short- 
sighted in taking care of the real needs of many helpless 
people of New Mexico, the blind, the crippled, the de- 
pendent child, the widowed mother, and the sick. 


I believe I know the temper of this legislature. I feel 
that they will cooperate with me by the enactment of such 
further social legislation as may be required, legislation 
which is sound and enlightened, and which will be of bene- 
fit to all groups of our people. Of the many problems con- 
fronting our State and its people, I will attempt to single 
out and mention only a few. 


PORTS OF ENTRY . . . In 1935 the Legislature passed a 
bill creating ports of entry in New Mexico. The Legislative 
intent was to provide efficient and adequate tax collecting 
machinery to insure to New Mexico the payment of taxes 
due for the use of its highways by persons entering and 
leaving the state. Its purpose was not to levy any new 
taxes on residents nor to impose any burdens upon them. 
Two years’ experience with this law has revealed certain 
defects therein. The law has been criticized as being 
harmful to New Mexico farmers in that it has hindered the 
free movement of farm produce to markets outside of the 
state. I recommend that you carefully consider the exist- 
ing port of entry law in the light of our experience with it, 
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and, if necessary, amend it so that it will remove any 
burden which it has imposed upon New Mexico agriculture. 


I believe that the basic principle of the Port of Entry 
law is sound. I do believe, however, that the persons ad- 
ministering it should receive specialized training to better 
equip them to deal with the traveling public and to en- 
force our tax and police laws with as little friction as pos- 
sible. To this end I believe that it would be well for you 
to consider enacting a law which would have the ports of 
entry operated by the New Mexico State Police. I think 
that the efficiency of the State Police is due to the man- 
ner in which the members thereof are chosen by competi- 
tive examinations and given a period of intensive train- 
ing in their duties before being selected for active service. 
If the ports of entry are placed directly under the State 
Police and the same methods followed in selecting the 
personnel for those duties, I feel sure that many of the 
criticisms which have been made in the past two years 
against the administration of the Port of Entry Law would 
be eliminated. 


GASOLINE TAX LAW ... In my opinion one of the fair- 
est tax measures in this state is the gasoline tax law. It 
levies a tax against persons using the highways of this 
state and the proceeds therefrom are all used for the di- 
rect benefit of the persons who pay the tax. In the past 
few years, since bus and truck travel throughout the coun- 
try has greatly increased, a practice has sprung up where- 
by operators of large trucks and buses buy their gasoline 
in states having a comparatively, small gasoline tax in suf- 
ficient quantities to carry them entirely across states hav- 
ing a higher tax. This practice has prevailed in New Mex- 
ico to our detriment and has resulted in vehicles using our 
highways in carrying merchandise and passengers across 
the state without paying any revenue in the form of gaso- 
line taxes. A test case brought by the state last year re- 
sulted in a decision that, under our present laws, such op- 
erations and use of gasoline are not taxable. I believe that 
you should consider this problem carefully and enact an 
amendment to our present gasoline tax laws, which will 
insure the state receiving a proper tax from all gasoline 
used on the highways of New Mexico. 


ECONOMY ... When I was inaugurated for my first term 
as Governor of New Mexico more than two years ago, I 
believed that the state government could be more econom- 
ically administered by eliminating duplication of functions 


and consolidating them in one agency. This was particu- 
larly true with respect to the various tax collecting agen- 
cies of the state. The legislature created a Bureau of 
Revenue to take over most of the tax collecting functions 
theretofore handled by several separate agencies. These 
and similar economies are needed to meet the increasing 
demands being made upon every unit of government be- 
cause of the growing complexity of our social and econom- 
ic problems. These create new functions which entail the 
expenditures of large sums of money which the states 
have not heretofore been called upon to raise. In spite 
of these increased obligations on the part of the state, 
New Mexico has finished the past two fiscal years with a 
balanced budget and a surplus on hand. When you con- 
sider. the appropriations which you will be called upon to 
make, I ask that you keep foremost in your minds the 
fact that New Mexico should finish the next two years 
with a balanced budget, and, if possible, a cash balance 
on hand. To accomplish this I do not believe that it will 
be necessary for us to enact any new taxes. It can be done 
by reasonable economies and an increasingly more effi- 
cient collection of the taxes now levied. 


ESTATE TAX... An inheritance or estate tax has been 
in effect for some sixteen years. When the law was first 
enacted, the State Tax Commission was the chief tax 
collecting agency of the state. The collection of this tax 
was therefore placed under the jurisdiction of the State 
Tax Commission and has remained there ever since. No 
proper machinery has ever been provided for its admin- 
istration, and as a result New Mexico has lost thousands of 
dollars each year by reason of inefficient collection. I 
recommend that you seriously consider amending the pres- 
ent inheritance tax law so that it can be more efficiently 
collected by the state and place the administration of it 
in the Bureau of Revenue rather than in the State Tax 
Commission. The Bureau of Revenue, in enforcing the 
collection of the Emergency School Tax, Gasoline Tax, the 
State Income Tax, the Liquor Tax and others, already has 
field agents that it can utilize in making investigations 
relative to estates being probated and administered and 
seeing that the tax actually due the state is collected. This 
can be accomplished in this way with little additional 
cost to the state. — 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE ... In line with co- 
ordinating the administration of public affairs, I recom- 
mend for your consideration the establishment of a new 
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Department of Public Welfare, which will embrace all 
phases of social and public service to needy and indigent. 
The 1935 Session of the Legislature established the New 
Mexico Relief and Security Authority for the purpose of 
having an agency to cooperate with the Federal Govern- 
ment under the Federal Social Security Act. This agency 
has become an extremely important one and has served its 
purpose well in the past two years. At the time the state 
law was passed the Federal Congress had not as yet passed 
the Federal Social Security Act. It is now desirable that 
the welfare agency of the state, which will carry on the 
work now handled by the New Mexico Relief and Security 
Authority, have more specific powers and duties in order 
to comply more fully with the Social Security Act. I 
therefore recommend that a new public welfare act be 
adopted. The department established by this act should, 
I believe, include the existing New Mexico Relief and Se- 
curity Authority as well as the Child Welfare services to 
be rendered by the State. The personnel administering the 
work of such a department should be carefully chosen and 
efficiently trained for their positions. This is also true 
of the personnel of the newly established Unemployment 
Compensation Commission, created by the Act passed at a 
special session of the last Legislature less than a month 
ago. I therefore recommend for your consideration the 
enactment of a merit system bill for these two agencies, 
to establish qualifications for all employees in these two 
departments, the giving of competitive examinations to 
applicants for positions therein and the selection of per- 
sonnel from lists, composed of persons possessing the 
necessary qualifications as shown by the competitive ex- 
aminations. 


PUBLIC HEALTH ... If you do enact legislation creating 
a new Department of Public Welfare, it will be necessary 
to amend the present law relating to the Public Health 
Department of New Mexico. At present the Public Health 
Department is combined with the Child Welfare Depart- 
ment under a Department of Public Welfare, and, of 
course, if the Bureau of Child Welfare is united with the 
existing New Mexico Relief and Security Authority, a sep- 
arate state Department of Public Health should be created 
by appropriate legislation. New Mexico faces a serious 
problem in relation to its Public Health. We have made 
commendable progress in a solution of this problem, but 
much is yet to be done, particularly in controlling the 
high infant mortality rate. All problems of public health 
should be given your careful consideration, and, if, after 
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due deliberation, you are able to enact these and any 
further laws which will aid in bringing about more health- 
ful and sanitary conditions among all of our people, I 
will be among the first to commend them. 


EDUCATION ... This state may well be proud of the 
progress it has made in the field of education in the past 
decade, but we still have far to travel. Through the com- 
bined efforts of the state and national government in the 
past two years we have been able to erect new buildings 
for almost all of our educational institutions, as well as 
hundreds of new common school buildings, throughout the 
state. We must continue our advancement in the field of 
education insofar as our means will permit. It is prob- 
able that legislation will come before you which may ef- 
fect a more efficient educational program for the children 
of our state. If such legislation can be enacted without 
incurring expenditures beyond our resources, I heartily 
favor it. 


DISABLED VETERANS ...New Mexico has in the past 


cooperated to the fullest extent with all Federal agencies 
in connection with assistance to Disabled Veterans. I be- 
lieve that such cooperation should be continued and en- 
couraged so that all Disabled Veterans in this state will 
be properly and adequately provided for. 


TRAIN LIMIT BILL. .. I call your attention to a pledge 
in the Democratic State Platform to the effect that the 
Democratic Party has pledged its representatives in Con- 
gress to work for the enactment of a national law limiting 
the length of freight and passenger trains. I hope that it 
will be possible for this Legislature to carry out such pledge 
by memorializing Congress to enact such legislation. 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ... I recommend for your 
consideration an amendment of the existing Workmen's 
Compensation Law so that any existing hardships upon 
any injured person coming within the scope of this Act 
may be eliminated, and just and equitable benefits may 
be obtained in the easiest and most economical manner 
possible. 


CRIPPLED CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL . . . As you know, 
there has been erected at Hot Springs, Sierra County, New 
Mexico, a hospital for crippled children. This building is 
now being completed; it has been built and will be fur- 
nished and equipped by the Federal Government, but will 
be the property of the State of New Mexico. The hospital 


and equipment are second to none in the United States 
and it is designed to meet an acute need in this state. 
Surveys have shown that more than 1,050 crippled chil- 
dren in New Mexico are in need of the services that can 
and will be rendered in this institution. Many of these” 
children can be entirely cured and all can be greatly 
benefited by the treatment that they will receive there. 
I ask that you enact legislation, creating the necessary 
authority in this state to take over and administer this 
hospital and to make available funds for its upkeep and 
administration. 


DIRECT PRIMARY ... I direct your attention to a por- 
tion of the state platform of the Democratic Party of this 
state to the effect that the Democratic Party favors a 
direct primary law for the State of New Mexico. In con- 
sidering this matter I ask that you keep in mind the in- 
terests of all groups of our citizens to the end that none 
shall be deprived of their privileges of citizenship and that 
no part of any legislation enacted by you in this regard 
shall be in any way detrimental to any citizen or group 
of citizens in this state. 


FISH AND GAME ... Among our most valuable natural 
resources in New Mexico are our fish and game. We have 
over a long period of years followed a progressive program 
in protecting and conserving these resources. I believe 
that we should continue this program. With this in view, 
I suggest that you consider the advisability of offering a 
state bounty on predatory animals, which are now taking 
a greater toll from our game animals than are the sports- 
men. A recent decision by the Supreme Court of this state 
may also make it advisable that you consider legislation 
specifically defining animals, birds and fish which are to 
be protected, propagated and conserved as game animals, 
birds, and fish. 


HIGHWAYS .. During the past two years more than a 
thousand miles of major highways have been constructed 
in New Mexico. Here again we cannot rest upon our past 
accomplishments but must continue our present policy of 
expansion. I believe that in the future more particular 
attention should be directed toward a development of the 
secondary or farm-to-market roads, and I ask that you 
keep this in mind in your deliberation with regard to a 
highway program for the next biennium. 


WATER ... It has been said many times that in this state — 


water is our most precious possession, but the same is so 
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true that it will bear many repetitions: We must utilize 
all our efforts to protect and safeguard all water now 
available and being used in this state, and must direct 
our efforts toward further development and conservation 
of our natural water. In this connecticn I believe that the 
proposed diversion of water from the San Juan Basin is 
feasible and advisable. The diversion of any such water 
should, of course, be made only after absolute protection 
has been given to the people of the San Juan Basin to in- 
sure the protection of adequate water for their present 
needs and an allowance made for any possible future use 
of water in the Basin itself. 

FAIR TRADE PRACTICE. . I believe that you should 
consider the ‘advisability of adopting state legislation de- 
signed to protect merchants of New Mexico against in- 
jurious and uneconomic practices in the distribution of 
merchandise. Such legislation, I believe, should carry out 
the principles of the Robinson-Patman Bill enacted by 
Congress of the United States as applied to intra-state 
merchandising. 


PROPERTY TAX ... The depression from which we are 
just emerging created a condition whereby many property 
owners in this state for a period of several years were un- 
able to pay their current tax levies against their property. 
The past two Legislatures, recognizing this condition, en- 
acted legislation extending the time of payment of prop- 
erty taxes, thereby enabling many small property owners 
to save homes and businesses, which would otherwise have 
been lost. Unfortunately not all of the people in this state 
have been able to avail themselves of the opportunities to 
pay their taxes under the laws previously enacted. Now 
that economic conditions have so materially improved, 
many of those heretofore unable to pay their taxes will 
within the near future be able to redeem their property 
from the tax liens already attached if given a fair oppor- 
tunity, I ask your consideration of some legislation look- 
ing toward this end. In this same connection I recom- 
mend for your consideration the repeal or modification of 
the 1929 Delinquent Tax Law insofar as it is now effect- 
ive to unassigned tax lien certificates. The excessive in- 
terest and penalty rates imposed by that law have resulted 
in many cases in making the interest and penalty due to 
the state at the present time from taxes for years thereby 
affected many times more than the tax itself. I do not 
believe that it should be the policy of a state government 
to be merciless in the collection of its revenues. 
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UNIFORM CRIMINAL ACTS ... I also recommend for your 
consideration the passage of uniform criminal laws, mak- 
ing possible the return of criminals from other states with- 
out the cumbersome legal proceedings now necessary. 


ABSENTEE VOTING LAW ... Decisions of the Supreme 
Court of this State have held unconstitutional the Ab- 
sentee Voting Laws heretofore enacted. Without such laws 
many persons necessarily absent from their homes on elec- 
tion day are disfranchised. I think that you should con- 
Sider the submission of a constitutional amendment to 
the people of this State, with a view of enabling the Leg- 
islature to enact a satisfactory absentee voting law. 


RESTORATION OF SPANISH GRANTS . .-. I would like 
to recommend to the members of the legislature that they 
give thought and consideration to enactment of appro- 
priate legislation which will repair, insofar as is possible 
and consistent, the damage done to many people of this 
State, who have been deprived of their ancestral lands, 
through the loss, by whatever means, of their interests in 
grants of land from the Kingdom of Spain and the Repub- 
lic of Mexico. This is a most acute problem and I urge upon 
the legislature a proper solution, whether that solution 
shall come from state laws, or cooperation of the Federal 
Government. ‘ 


CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT ... The question of ratifica- 
tion of the Child Labor Amendment to the Federal Consti- 
tution has been before the New Mexico Legislature for 
consideration at several recent sessions. Many sincere 
people have urged its adoption, and many equally sincere 
people have opposed its adoption. There are arguments 
for and against making this amendment a part of the law 
of the land. President Roosevelt is strongly in favor of 
the amendment and I urge upon the Legislature serious 
and enlightened consideration of this problem from all its 
angles. 


LEGISLATIVE BUREAU. I recommend for your consid- 
eration the enactment of a_law to establish a permanent 
legislative bureau. Year by year the problems of govern- 
ment are growing more complex and, in my opinion, such 
a bureau can render invaluable aid to both the legislative 
and executive branches of our state government. New 
Mexico is one of two states which has not already made 
provision for a bureau of this kind. 
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THE MARCH OF PROGRESS. I have endeavored to 
point out to the members of this legislature some of the 


things which my experience as your Governor during the 


past two years has prompted me to call to your attention. 
We can not afford to halt in our march of progress. It 
is my sincere hope that New Mexico, along with the other 
states of the Union, may make great progress in the years 
1937 and 1938. It is my earnest hope that all groups of 
our people will cooperate with me and with this legisla- 
ture. I urge the members of the legislature to always keep 
in mind a high sense of public responsibility. 


During the past two years I found it necessary to make 
many trips to various parts of this state, in order to learn 
at first hand the conditions of the people of New Mexico, 
and the needs of the various communities. On many oc- 
casions I have delivered speeches to the people of this 
state, in which I have outlined my thoughts. Some of 
those thoughts and ideas I have incorporated in this pres- 
ent message to the legislature. It is my sincere hope that 
during the coming two years I may find opportunities to 
again visit our cities and towns and villages to become 
even better acquainted with the people and their prob- 
lems. It is my firm hope that during the next two years 
matters will be so shaped in this state, by the enactment 
‘of wise laws, and sustained effort on the part of all pub- 
lic officials, to bring better conditions, more social jus- 
tice to all the people of New Mexico. Most certainly the 
people of all the state, and the members of this legisla- 
ture in particular, may count upon me, as their Governor, 
to extend every possible aid in such a direction. I feel that 
today we stand on the threshold of two more years of re- 
sponsibility and opportunity for service to the people of 
this great state. The work to be done by this legislature is 
of great importance. Upon the legislative branch of our 
government rests the responsibility for much of the his- 
tory of New Mexico during the next two years. This leg- 
islature, I feel certain, will respond to the needs of the 
people, will cooperate with me as your Chief Executive, 
and join hand in hand with the Federal Government in 
attempting to arrive at a joint solution of our manifold 
problems. It is in this spirit, ladies and gentlemen of the 
legislature, that I appear before you today in joint session. 
From my standpoint I offer every help, every possible co- 
operation. I desire to impress upon you the necessity for 
speed, for the prompt dispatch of the business on which 
you are assembled. I urge upon you again the necessity 
for great care in making appropriations, and warn you 
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against placing excessive burdens upon already heavily 
burdened taxpayers of this state. Finally, my friends, I 
trust you will not overlook the fact that one political party, 
that which has honored me, and elected nearly every mem- 
ber of this legislature, must bear entire responsibility for 
the laws passed by this legislature. Consequently it is my 
wish, and I urge you, ladies and gentlemen, to pass no law, 
to repeal no law which will bring dishonor upon our party 
or bring suffering or injustice to any of our citizens. 


I thank you. 
CLYDE TINGLEY, 
Governor. 


